
ECS Families,

I join you in being really disappointed that we are not going to get the
state's guidance on reopening schools today.  As we continue to wait for
direction, I want to assure you that our preparations for the 2020-2021
school year continue despite the unknowns.  Our teachers,
administration and Board of Directors continue to fine tune scenarios and
options. We are ready with a new carpool plan, temperature screening
protocol, cleaning guidelines, and distanced classroom furniture
arrangements.  We have developed options for returning at 50% capacity
and for remaining remote, as well as wishing for a more normal start to
our year.  No matter the scenario, we will have a great 2020-2021 school
year!

While we continue to plan for all scenarios, we want to encourage you to
do the same as our summer is growing short.  Be sure that your family
has made any needed plans in case we open with only 50% of our
students on campus at a time.  Also, please plan in case we remain fully
in remote instruction.  While I certainly want our state to be considered
safe enough for all students to return together, we must be ready for the
other options as well.

I do not like uncertainty and wish I was able to provide you with the
clarity we all seek.  Please know that once our reopening is established,
we will be reaching out with information for our new families,
information about Meet the teacher, and details about the changes we'll
need to implement for health and safety.  We will have a lot to
communicate in the weeks to come, so please continue to check your
email regularly. 

If you completed our parent survey and ordered a workbook, be sure to
come to one of the remaining pick up days: Friday from 10-11:00 or
Monday from 9-10:00. If you did not request a summer workbook, I have
a few extras that I'd hate to go to waste.  Please email me and I'll see if I
have the correct grade levels for your kids.

Finally, in all this uncertainty and stress, I've appreciated the stories in
the news of good happening in the world.  Yesterday I had the privilege
of watching good happen at ECS.  I asked, with very little notice, for help
with food donations from the families who were picking up workbooks.  I
ended the day with an unimaginable amount of food.  Families who've
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not yet even entered our school building brought bags of food to help
families they don't know.  We started distributing the food yesterday to
ECS families in need and with the many folks who said they were bringing
food to the upcoming pick up days, will be able to continue for the
month of July.  The immediate, overwhelming support you showed
brought me to tears.  You are a wonderful community, and I am so proud
to be in your company!

Christi Whiteside, MSA
Director
Endeavor Charter School
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